TO HIS SON, ON EDUCATION.	433
famous Secretary of the Treasury in the reigns of King William, Queen Anne, and King George the First, used to say, take care of the pence, and the pounds will take care of themselves. To this maxim, which he not only preached but practised, his two grandsons at this time owe the very considerable fortunes that he left them.
This holds equally true as to time; and I most earnestly recommend to you the care of those minutes and quarters of hours, in the course of the day, which people think too short to deserve their attention; and yet, if summed up at the end of the year, would amount to a very considerable portion of time. For example: you are to be at such a place at twelve, by appointment; you go out at eleven to make two or three visits first; those persons are not at home ; instead of sauntering away that intermediate time at a coffee-house, and possibly alone, return home, write a letter, beforehand, for the ensuing post, or take up a good book; I do not mean Descartes, Mallebranche, Locke, or Newton, by way of dipping; but some book of rational amusement; and detached pieces, as Horace, Boileau, Waller, La Bruyere, &c. This will be so much time saved, and by no means ill employed. Many people lose a great deal of time by reading, for they read frivolous and idle books; such as the absurd romances of the two last centuries, where characters that never existed are insipidly displayed, and sentiments that were never felt pompously described: the Oriental ravings and extravagances of the Arabian Nights and Mogul Tales; or the new flimsy brochures BOW swam in France* of Fairy Tales, Reflexions k Omer et VEsprit, Met&pJvysique de I'Amour,
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